Irreconcilable Grammars of Suffering
	Black (Afro-Pessimist) Feminism
	Unraced Feminism

	The cargo of a ship might not be regarded as elements of the domestic, even though the vessel that carries the cargo is sometimes romantically personified as “she.”

Hortense Spillers. Black, White & in Color: Essays on American Literature and Culture
	Gender is the repeated stylization of the body, a set of repeated acts within a highly rigid regulatory frame that congeal over time to produce the appearance of substance, of a natural sort of being. Judith Butler. Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity

	Is it possible to consider, let alone imagine, the agency of the performative when the black performative is inextricably linked with the specter of contented subjection, the torturous display of the captive body, and the ravishing of the body that is the condition of the other’s pleasure? As well, how does one explicate the conditions of slave agency when the very expression seems little more than an oxymoron that restates the paradox of the object status and pained subject constitution of the enslaved? How is it possible to think “agency” when the slave’s very condition of being or social existence is defined as a state of determinate negation? In other words, what are the constituents of agency when one’s social condition is defined by negation and personhood refigured in the fetishized and fungible terms of the object of property? (Saidiya Hartman. Scenes of Subjection: Terror, Slavery, and Self-Making in Nineteenth Century America: 52, emphasis added)
	Gender is the repeated stylization of the body, a set of repeated acts within a highly rigid regulatory frame that congeal over time to produce the appearance of substance, of a natural sort of being. A political genealogy of gender ontologies, if it is successful, will deconstruct the substantive appearance of gender into its constitutive acts and locate and account for those acts within the compulsory frames set by the various forces that police the social appearance of gender. To expose the contingent acts that create the appearance of a naturalistic necessity…is a task that now takes on the added burden of showing how the very notion of the subject, intelligible only through its appearance as gendered, admits of possibilities that have been forcibly foreclosed by the various reifications of gender that have constituted its contingent ontologies (Judith Butler. Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity: 33, emphasis added)


